
 

 

  

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 
Statistics Report 

Government of the Cook Islands 

2016  
 



 

1 
 

  

 

 

 

E akapapaaônga 

teia ei tauturu i te 

akamaramaôanga i 

te kaveinga no te 

turanga apii Kuki 

Airani.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

2 
 

CONTENTS 

FOREWORD ................................ ................................ ..............................  3 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................ ................................ ...................  3 

INTRODUCTION ................................ ................................ ..........................  3 

EDUCATION AT A GLANCE IN THE COOK ISLANDS 2016 ................................ ...............  4 

STRUCTURE OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM ................................ ..............................  6 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION ................................ ................................ ........  8 

PRIMARY EDUCATION ................................ ................................ ..................  11 

PRIMARY - NUMERACY AND LITERACY ................................ ................................ ..............  14 

PRIMARY NUMERACY ................................ ................................ ................................  14 

PRIMACY LITERACY ................................ ................................ ................................ ...  15 

SECONDARY EDUCATION ................................ ................................ ...............  17 

SENIOR SECONDARY STUDENT RETENTION ................................ ................................ .........  20 

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT (NCEA) ................................ ...............  20 

SECONDARY LITERACY ................................ ................................ ................................  23 

SECONDARY NUMERACY ................................ ................................ .............................  23 

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE of EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT ENDORSEMENTS ................................ ....  24 

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION ................................ ................................ .................  27 

SCHOLARSHIPS ................................ ................................ ..........................  27 

TERTIARY EDUCATION ................................ ................................ ..................  28 

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS ................................ ................................ .............  29 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION BUDGET ................................ ................................ ....  30 

APPENDICES ................................ ................................ .............................  32 

Appendix 1:  Schools in the Cook Islands - by Region, Island, Status and Education Level ........................  32 

Appendix 2:  2016 Enrolment by Region School and Level................................ ..........................  33 

Appendix 3:  2016 Enrolments by Age and Level ................................ ................................ ....  34 

Appendix 4: 2007 ς 2016 Enrolments by Level ................................ ................................ ......  35 

Appendix 5: 2016 School Teachers and Staff by Region ................................ ............................  36 

 

 



 

3 
 

FOREWORD  
I am pleased to introduce the 2016 edition of the Cook Islands Ministry of Education Statistics Report. This series aims 

to inform our policy development and guide initiatives that focus on strengthening, supporting and sustaining quality 

education in the Cook Islands. 

This report covers student outcomes for the 2015 academic year and 2016 enrolment and participation data.  Other 

sections of the report include finance and programme based data.  

The Cook Islands Education Statistics report is available to all our stakeholders to advance broader understanding of 

the educational outcomes and factors affecting the outcomes for learners in the Cook Islands.  

We sincerely hope that such data and information proves useful to researchers, policy-makers, those who provide 

services and support, and to the community at large. 

Meitaki Maata. 

 

Gail Townsend 

Secretary of Education 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The Ministry of Education acknowledges the contributions made by all the schools, providers, ministry divisions, 

regional and international agencies who supported the collection and analysis of data of the Education Statistics 

Report 2016, an annual publication. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Kia Orana and welcome to the Cook Islands Ministry of Education Statistics Report 2016. 

 

It is the aim of the Ministry of Education to provide all stakeholders as well as national, regional and international 

partners with quality educational statistics. 

 

Information in this report is produced from the Education Management Information System and is supported by data 

provided by other divisions within the Ministry of Education.  Data for this report are collected annually from schools 

and the Cook Islands Tertiary Training Institute.   

 

Data are provided for the current year and as a five year time series where appropriate.  Student assessment and the 

National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) data is provided for the previous year.  Fiscal information is 

expressed in line with the financial year. 

 

Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the Planning and Development Division 

of the Ministry of Education. A copy of this publication is also availablŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ: 

www.education.gov.ck  

 

Danielle Cochrane    Maria Enetama 

Director     Monitoring and Evaluation Officer 

Planning & Development Division  Planning & Development Division 

Ministry of Education    Ministry of Education 

dcochrane@education.gov.ck   maria@education.gov.ck 

 

Photo credit:  Carly Ave - cover and back page.  Emina Tararo - cover page (top). 

http://www.education.gov.ck/
mailto:dcochrane@education.gov.ck
mailto:maria@education.gov.ck
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EDUCATION AT A GLANCE IN THE COOK ISLANDS 2016 
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Table 01: At a Glance Data 
Net Enrolment Rates (%): 

 Early Childhood 
Education 

Primary Education Junior Secondary 
Education 

Senior Secondary 
Education 

Male 94 100 90 56 
Female 100 100 88 69 
Overall 97 100 89 62 

 
Gross Enrolment Rates (%): 

Male 96 108 97 62 
Female 102 105 94 77 
Overall 99 106 95 69 

 

 Early Childhood 
Education 

Primary Education Secondary 
Education 

Total 

 
Number of Teachers: 

Male 0 10 51 61 
Female 32 97 74 203 
Overall 32 107 125 264 
 
Number of Schools: 

    

 25 
1 Stand-alone 
10 Attached to 
Primary Schools 
14 Attached to 
Area Schools 

11 4 14 Area Schools 

12%

38%

30%

20%

Figure 01:  2015/2016 Education Budget for Schools

ECE Primary Junior Secondary Senior Secondary
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STRUCTURE OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 
Education in the Cook Islands is mainly provided by government institutions.  There are 31 providers including 1 stand-
alone ECE Centre, 11 Primary Schools (10 of which have ECE Centres attached), 4 Secondary Schools, 14 Area Schools1 
(all with ECE Centres) and a Tertiary institute. 
 

Figure 02:  Map of Schools in the Cook Islands 

 

 

                                            
1 An Area School is a school that provides education from Early Childhood through to secondary level on one site and u nder one 

management structure.  

In the Cook Islands Maori language, the word Apii means School.  Other useful terms include; 

 

¶ Akakoukouanaga - summary ¶ Paunuanga - evaluation 

¶ Akakoroanga - aim ¶ Revera - levels 

¶ Akameitakianga - acknowledgement ¶ Tamariki - children 

¶ Apii Potiki - Early Childhood/ Pre-school ¶ Tamanakoanga - suggestions 

¶ apii - to teach, learn, practice ¶ tamou - to learn 

¶ Pa Enua - Outer Islands ¶ Tauira - Student, Pupil 

¶ Pa Enua Tokerau - Northern Group Islands ¶ Tuatua - Talk, say, speak, converse 

¶ Pa Enua Tonga - Southern Group Islands ¶ Vaitoanga Kite - assessment 

¶ tǳΩŀǇƛƛ - Teacher  
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Figure 03:  Cook Islands Education System 

 

 
 

All 8 private schools, made up of 5 Church and 3 Independent schools, receive 100% of the equivalent allocation to 

government schools from the national education budget, for teachers and operational budget, based on their 

enrolment.  All Government and Private Schools are required to be open to both educational and financial audit. 

Governance of Public Schools sits with the Ministry of Education.  However, each school has its own stakeholder 
committee which makes decisions on individual school policy, strategic plans and annual goals.  Governance of Private 
Schools sits with a School Board. 
 
The Cook Islands Tertiary Training Institute (CITTI), established in 2013 provides full and part time vocational 
programmes and a wide range of community education courses in Rarotonga and the Pa Enua. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality Early Childhood Education (ECE) continues to be a priority for the Ministry.  Significant investment in teacher 

professional development and upgrading of teacher qualifications support this.  There is pay parity for ECE teachers 

with teachers of other sub-sectors of education. 

 

All /ŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ follow a Play Based curriculum that encourages learning through play.  This curriculum focuses on identity, 

inquiry and involvement.  The skills this curriculum develops in the very young establish a base for positive educational 

outcomes in formal schooling. Parents and the community have an important role to play in this development and the 

Ministry supports parents in this role.  

 

The following strategies are currently in place and are supporting the continued development of quality ECE: 
 

a. ECE specific media campaigns to promote attendance and increase enrolment in ECE. 

b. Tertiary level qualifications are actively supported in ECE specific studies for teachers. 

c. Significant resourcing budget that is specific to the requirements of ECE needs, with a focus on personnel and resources. 

d. Te Kakaia Programme ς Ongoing support offered to parents and families, in their role as the first teachers of their 

children, continues.  This programme is particularly targeted at families with children from 0-3 years, but does however 

support all age groups.  Te Kakaia promotes positive parenting through the use of resources for parents, strategies and 

community based workshops, in conjunction with other agencies.   

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Community Home Garden 

Project, a recent initiative in 

collaboration with the Ministries of 

Agriculture, Health and Education, 

grew out of the Edible Gardens 

Project that started in ECE Centres 

10 years ago.  The project has 

provided families with simple but 

practical steps to start and maintain 

their own home gardens. 
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Figure 04:  Enrolment Rates in Early Childhood Education
2012-2016
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Figure 06:  ECE Student : Teacher National Ratio Nationally and by 
Region 2012 - 2016
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Figure 05:  Early Childhood Education Teachers Nationally and  
by Region 2012 - 2016
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