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FOREWORD

| am pleasedo introduce the 2016 editionf the Cook Islands Ministry of Education Statistics Report. This series aims
to inform ourpolicy development and guide initiatives that focus on strengthening, supporting and sustaining quality
education in the Cook Islands.

Thisreport covers student outcomes for the 2015 academic year and 2016 enrolment and participatiorOdiadat.
sectionsof the report include finance and programme based data.

The Cook Islands Education Statistics report is available to all our stakeholders to advance broader understanding
the educational outcomes and factors affecting the outcomes for learners i@tk Islands.

We sincerely hope that such data and information proves useful to researchers-pali®rs, those who provide
services and support, and to the community at large.

Meitaki Maata.

Gail Townsend
Secretary of Education
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The Mnistry of Education acknowledges the contributions madalbthe schools, providers, ministry divisions,
regional and international agencieso supported the collection and analysis of data of the Education Statistics
Report 2016, an annual publication.

INTRODUCTION

Kia Orana and welconte the Cook Islands Ministry of Education Statistics Repoi$.201

It is the aim of the Ministry of Education to provide all stakeholders as well as national, regional and internatior
partners with quality educationatatistics.

Information in this report is produced from the Education Management Information Syatehis supported by data
provided by other divisions within the Ministry of Educationatdfor this reportare collected annually from schools
and the ©ok Islands Tertiary Training Institute

Dataare provided for the current year and as a five year time series where appropr&ttedent assessment and the
National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) data is provided for the previoud-igeat.information is
expressed in line with the financial year

Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the Planning and Development Divisi
of the Ministry of EducationA copy of this publication is also avaibl 2y GKS aAyAadNER: 27
www.education.gov.ck

Danielle Cochrane Maria Enetama

Director Monitoring and Evaluation Officer
Planning & Developmerivision Planning & Development Division
Ministry of Education Ministry of Education
dcochrane@education.gov.ck maria@education.gov.ck

Photo credit: Cdy Ave- cover and back page. Emina Taracover page (top).
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Education at a Glance in the Cook Islands
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Table 01: At a Glance Data

Net Enrolment Rates

(%):

Early Childhood Primary Educatior Junior Secondary Senior Secondary

Education Education Education
Male 94 100 90 56
Female 100 100 88 69
Overall 97 100 89 62
Gross Enrolment Rates (%):
Male 96 108 97 62
Female 102 105 94 77
Overall 99 106 95 69
Early Childhood Primary Educatior Secondary Total
Education Education
Number of Teachers:
Male 0 10 51 61
Female 32 97 74 203
Overall 32 107 125 264
Number of Schools:
25 11 4 14 Area Schools
1 Standalone
10 Attached to
Primary Schools
14 Attached to

AreaSchools

Figure 01: 2015/2016 Education Budget for Schools
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STRUCTURE-THEEDUCATIORYSTEM

Education in the Cook Islandsiiginlyprovided by goverment institutions. There ar@l providers includind. stand
aloneECE Centre, 11Primary Schools Qlof which have ECE Centresaahed), 4 Secondary Schodld,Area Schools

(all with ECE Centreahd a Tertiary institute

Figure 02 Map of Schoolsiithe Cook Islands

Schools in the Cook Islands
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In the Cook Islands Maori language, the wAplimeans School. Other useful terms include;

Akakoukouanagasummary
Akakoroanga aim

Akamétakianga- acknowledgement
Apii Potiki- Early Childhood/ Prschool

apii- to teach, learn, practice

Pa Enua Outer Islands

Pa Enua TokeratNorthern Group Islads
Pa Enua Tong&Southern Group Islands
t dzQ ¥ TeedkcHer

= =4 -8 -8 8 8 8 9

Paunuanga evaluation
Revera levels
Tamariki- children

Tamanakoangasuggestions

tamou-to learn
Tauira- Student, Pupil

Tuatua- Talk, say, speak, converse
Vaitoanga Kite assessment

1 An Area School is a school that provides education from Early Childhood through to secondary level on one site and u nder one

management structure.



Figure 03 Cook Islands Education System
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Class: Year1/ Year2/ Year3/ Year4/ Year5/ Yearb/ Year7/ Year8/ VYear9/ Year Year Year Year
Gradel Grade2 Grade3 Grade4 Grade5 Grade6 Grade7 Grade8 3™Form 10/ 11/5t  12/6th 13/ 7t

4"Form  Form Form Form

Education Levels:

School Type:

All 8 privateschools made up of 5 Church and 3 Independent schaaseive 100% of the equivalent allocatitm
governmentschools from the national education budgeor teachers andoperational budget basedon their
enrolment All Government and Private Schools are required to be open to both educational and financial audit.

Governance of Public Schools sits with the Ministry of Education. However, each school has its own stakeho
committee which makes decisions on individual school policy, strategic plans and annual goals. Governance of Pr
Schools sits with a School Board.

The Cook Islands Tertiary Training Institute (CITTI), established in 2013eprwidand part time vocational
programmes and a wide ran@é community education courses in Rarotoragad the Pa Enua.
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Table 02: 2016 ECE enrolments by Gender and Region

171 59
Male 5 3?8 s 12}]2 Male
177 arotonga (z;li:)ue;n 63
Female Female
33 263
Male SE 5_28 Male
25 Ng:)uer:n National 265
Female Female

National ECE enrolment by gender is comparatively equal — 49% for male and 51% female.

QualityEarly Childhood EducatiofECEgontinues to be a priority for the MinistrySignificaninvestmentin teacher
professional development and upgrading of teacher qualificatguggoort this. There is pay parity for ECE teachers
with teachers of other suisectors of education.

All/ Sy Gftl@va®lay Bsed curriculunthat encourages learning throughay. This curriculum focuses on identity,
inquiry and involvementThe skills this curriculumevelops in the very yourgstablish a base for positive educational
outcomes in formal schooling. Parents and the community have an important role to plag tetvelopment and the
Ministry supports parents in this ml

The following strategieare currently in place and aspportingthe continued development ajuality ECE:

ECE ecific media campaigrie promote attendance and increase enrolment in ECE

Tertiary level qualifications are actively gupted in ECE specific studies for teachers.

Significantesourcing budget that is specific to the requirements of ECE negitisa focus on personnel and resources.
Te Kakaid@rogrammeg Ongoingsupport ofered to parents and familiesin their role as the first teachers of their
children continues. This programme iaricularly targeted at families with children from3yearsput does however
support all age groups. Te Kakaia promotes positive parghirough the use of resources for parents, strategies and
community based workshops, in conjunction lwidther agencies.

TheCommunity Home Garden

Project a recent initiative in
collaboration with the Ministries of
Agriculture, Health and Educan,
grew out of the Edible Gardens

12% of the total
operational budget

to schools is spent

on ECE

Project that stated in ECE Centres
10 years ago. The project has
provided families with simple but
practical steps to start and maintair
their own home gardens.




Figure 03: Early Childhood Education Enrolment by Region
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Figure 04: Enrolment Rates in Early Childhood Education
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Figure 06: ECE Student : Teacher National Ratio Nationally and by

Figure 05: Early Childhood Education Teachers Nationally and

by Region 2012 - 2016
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The national ratio is 1 teacher for
17 students
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